












Santa Fe Southern Construction

Reconstruction of the Rail Runner Project along the Santa Fe 
Southern from the train depot north of Paseo de Peralta to I-25 will 
begin in late February.  Work will begin at the north end and will 
proceed south.  Major work activities will include:

Reconstruction of the existing rail bed and replacement of ties 
and tracks

Realignment of the railway at Zia Road

Construction of the Rail Trail from Alta Vista Road to Rabbit Road

Addition of crossing gates using “Quiet Zone” standards at all 
major roadway crossings

The anticipated schedule of major milestones is as follows.  This 
schedule is still being evaluated and may change.

March/April – Major grading activities (except for blackout area 
immediately north and south of Zia Road which will not start 
until April 23.

April/May – track construction

April/May – Cerrillos/St. Francis and Cordova Road intersections

May/June – Alta Vista Rd. and San Mateo Rd. intersections

June/July – Michaels intersection

July/August – Siringo Rd. and Zia Rd. intersections

August – Rodeo Rd. intersection

September/October – Construction complete

All construction will be done during the day except for 
intersections.  To reduce impacts on traffic flow, reconstruction 
of intersections will be at night unless public health and 
welfare issues necessitate construction during the daytime.

All arterial street intersections in Santa Fe
will be reconstructed to “quiet zone “standards.



Status of Project Commitments and Mitigation Plans

The Rail Runner project will provide benefits to regional and local mobility, traffic congestion, air quality, and other local conditions.  
However, construction of the railway and operation of trains will also result in some adverse impacts.  The NMDOT and MRCOG have 
included several measures in the project to prevent or minimize adverse impacts to neighborhoods and the environment.  Some of the 
mitigation plans and their status are summarized below.

Prairie Dogs
Prairie dog colonies have been 
avoided to the extent practical.  
About 130 prairie dogs were 
relocated last summer.  An 
additional relocation effort is 
being planned for the colony near 
the tracks at Zia Road.  The capture 
and relocation of animals will take 
place in early April.

Prairie dog colony boundaries near Zia Road Tree Replacement
A tree replacement plan is being developed.  
The plan will identify the location, type, and 
size of trees to be planted. Meetings to 
obtain neighborhood input will be held in 
February. 

Cultural Resources
Information has been collected and recorded for 
the location where the railway crosses Camino 
Real and for the historic bridges in Santa Fe.  
Interpretive signs are being developed and will 
be placed on trains and at stations.

Wetlands
Design plans for a new wetland are being 
developed.  The wetland will be constructed this 
summer.

Water Use
Most of the water used for construction has 
come from City of Santa Fe effluent sources and 
surface water.  Use of drinking water has been 
minimal.

24-hour Toll Free Number
A hotline for questions, complaints, and project 
information is now available.  The number is
1-877-245-7245. 

Noise Monitoring

The construction of quiet zone 
crossings at intersections in Santa 
Fe will begin this spring.  Noise 
monitoring has been underway 
since last fall with data collected 
at 10 locations.  Additional data 
will be collected this spring and 
summer.

To reduce nighttime noise, a 
temporary prohibition of engine 
brake use was implemented in 
the construction zones along I-25. 
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Please have a project representative come and speak to our group.  My contact information is: 

Phone # 
 

Email: 
 

Name/Address 
 

  

  

 
Please add your questions or comments about the Rail Runner below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please add me to your mailing list and notify me of future meetings.  My contact information is:
 

Phone #

 
 

Email:

 
 

Name/Address

 
 

  

  

Chris Blewett, MRCOG, 809 Copper Ave., NW, Albuquerque 87102, NM (505) 247-1750

For more information contact:

Megan Arredondo, NMDOT, 1120 Cerrillos Rd. Santa Fe, NM 87504, (505) 827-5187




